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Abstract: Brașov Depression represents a case study with special demographic features in a 

regional and national context. Densely-populated territory, with a numerical evolution 

generally ascending until 1989 given the successive colonization waves and subsequent 

pronatalist and massive industrialization measures, the mountainous basin of Brașov aligns to 

the general post-communist demographic evolutions with a certain moderation, given the 

particular features of the area. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Brașov intermountain depression is located at the internal curvature of the 

Eastern Carpathians and represents one of the largest (about 1,800 sqkm) and most 

densely populated depression areas in Romania (Pop, 2006). It is very clearly 

delimited by the surrounding massifs by an altitudinal difference of 1,300 m in the 

south (Piatra Craiului, Bucegi, Piatra Mare, Postăvaru and Întorsurii Mountains), 

about 500 m in the west and north (Perșani, Baraolt, Bodoc) and around 1200 m in 

the east (Nemira, Brețcu). This mountainous basin has an average altitude of 530-

560 m, with three main geomorphological sectors (Geografia României, 1987): that 

of piedmont and glacis areas, which descends from 850-800 m at the contact with 

the mountain to 550 m at the lower limit, the fields level having an altitude of 650-

520 m, with the largest extension and the area of the alluvial plain, the lowest part, 

along the Olt, Râul Negru and Bârsei rivers. Also, it has a lobed profile due to the 

progression of the surrounding mountain massifs into the basin, which determines 

its three main compartments: the westward Bârsei basin, the central Sfântu 

Gheroghe basin and the eastward Râul Negru (Târgu Secuiesc) basin (Fig. 1).  
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Located in the central part of the country, into an area of hydrographic 

convergence, of interference among the main climatic influences and easy access 

towards the neighbouring regions through valley passes (Oituz, Bratocea, Predeluș, 

Predeal, Giuvala, Vlădeni, Racoș and Tușnad), Brașov Depression, also known as 

the Bârsa Land, was provided in time with extremely favorable premises for the 

development of human habitat. 

 

 
Fig. 1. The geographical position of the Carpathian Basin of Brașov  

and its main compartments 
 

The complex geographical personality pertaining to Brașov Depression, 

highlighted by the harmonious morphological and the concentric arrangement of 

the morphological levels, had a favourable influence on the configuration and 

development of the settlement network. The position of marked human and 

economic cross between Transylvania, Muntenia and Moldova could not have 

determined a monotonous historical past, but a rather multicultural and in some 

places troublesome one, the area often marking the boundaries of empires and their 

areas of influence, but they also strengthened the position of regional convergence 

exercised by the urban settlements of the basin and determined an outstanding 

habitation potential (Giurcăneanu, 1988; Cucu, 1970; Geografia României, 1984). 

There are 9 urban settlements within the analysed area, which overall 

concentrate more than 400,000 inhabitants (over 57% of the demographic potential 

within Brașov and Covasna counties): Brașov, Sfântu Gheorghe and Târgu 

Secuiesc, which are well-established, the oldest urban settlements in the area, but 

also Săcele, Zărnești, Codlea, Râșnov and Covasna, which adhered to the urban 

category not very long ago, while Ghimbav is the newest one, becoming an urban 

settlement only after 2002. Thus, possessing 6 urban settlements in Brașov County 

(with more than 87.9% of Brașov county’s urban population and 63.5% of its 

overall population in 2011) and 3 urban settlements in Covasna County (over 
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84.5% of Covasna county’s urban population and 40,5% of its total population in 

2011), Brașov Depression is characterized by a high degree of urbanization so that 

only about 23% of the population lives in rural areas (Fig. 2).  

 

 
Fig. 2. The location of the studied urban settlements  

within the administrative borders 

 

Analyzing the dynamics of urban settlements within this Carpathian basin, it 

can be seen that each of its urban settlements contributes, through its role at the 

territorial level, to a demographic and economic balance alike.  

Brașov was officially declared an urban settlement since 1235 and 

subsequently became one of the most important urban centers both in the 

homonym basin and in Transylvania (since the 14th century), the settlement 

transforming into a leading commercial and cultural center due to the production of 

crafts. The evolution of Brașov started from the bourg (fair) stage, then extended 

beyond the medieval fortress, continued reaching the rank of municipality and 

ultimately experienced an extensive industrial development that determined a 

spatial expansion of the city, but also the establishment in the city of many 

Romanians from Transylvania, as well as an important community of Hungarians. 

The city is ranked the 6th in the national hierarchy of large urban settlements in 

Romania after the capital, Cluj-Napoca, Timișoara, Iași, Constanța and Craiova. 

Although positioned strategically and becoming a first-rank municipality and the 

only national growth pole in the Central Region, the city was still affected by a 

pronounced demographic decline, as in most Romanian cities, reaching 253,200 

inhabitants in 2011 (Table no. 1). 
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Table no. 1. The demographic potential of the analysed urban settlements 

COUNTY URBAN SETTLEMENT POPULATION 

1992 2002 2011 

BRAȘOV Brașov 323,736 284,596 253,200 

Zărnești 26,319 25,299 23,476 

Săcele 30,226 29,915 30,798 

Ghimbav - 5,112 4,698 

Râșnov 16,384 15,456 15,022 

Codlea 24,547 24,256 21,708 

COVASNA Sfântu Gheorghe 68,359 61,543 56,006 

Târgu Secuiesc 22,912 20,488 18,491 

Covasna - 11,369 10,114 
(Source: General Population and Housing Census, 1992, 2002, 2011) 

 

Whereas having much older habitation traces, Sfântu Gheorghe is mentioned 

in a documentary form in 1332, being located on the right bank of the Olt river, at 

the entrance in the "bay" between Baraolt and Bodoc Mountains (altitude of 520-

580 m), on the road to Tușnad through Oituz passes. It was an urban settlement 

founded on crafting, then with some manufactures (the tobacco factory from the 

second half of the 19th century); the town's industry especially developed during the 

second half of the 20th century and was mainly represented by food, textiles, 

machine building (aggregate machines and car subassemblies), wood products, 

construction materials etc. 

Săcele, located in the homonymous piedmont, at the contact of Brașov 

Depression with Piatra Mare Massif, on Brașov-Bratocea-Vălenii de Munte road, 

was formed by uniting the villages of Săcel (seven villages), hence the name 

Satulung under which it was known for a long time. Its industry developed through 

the transfer of a unit from Brașov, profiled for products of electric motors and 

electrical appliances necessary for the entire range of vehicles in Romania. Due to 

this fact, the famous shepherds from Săcel have majorly changed their old 

preoccupations and the population increased from 13,834 inhabitants in 1910 to 

30,798 inhabitants in 2011. 

Zărnești is located in the south-west of the Bârsa subsector, on the Bârsa 

valley, at the footof Piatra Craiului massif and at the end of the railway that goes 

from Brașov, in an area with vast nearby forests, which allowed paper 

manufacturing since 1853.  

At the eastern foot of Măgura Codlei, on the road and railway from Brașov 

to Făgăraș, Codlea is located, with 4,542 inhabitants in 1910 and 21,708 

inhabitants in 2011. Its chemical industry (organic dyes and pigments), together 

with machine equipments (pest control equipment, some metal parts for tractors 

and lorries), furniture, textiles and clothing, but also greenhouses specialized in 

floriculture were noteworthy until a certain point and have been the basis for 

Codlea’s demographic and economic growth.  
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Târgu Secuiesc was formed in the north-east of Brașov Depression, 

respectively in the Negru River subsector, at an altitude of 550-570 m, near the 

confluence of the Cașin and Turia valleys with the Râul Negru, but also in the 

vicinity of Oituz Pass, on the road connecting with Moldova and the railway Sfântu 

Gheorghe-Brețcu. It is mentioned in a document in 1407, with a certain craftsman 

function in the Middle Ages. The industry has developed only recently: 

construction of cars, clothing, food, etc. 

The other three urban settlements of the depression fall into the category of 

small urban centers: Râșnov, Covasna and Ghimbav. Covasna was established in 

the immediate vicinity of the old Romanian settlement Voinești, village of famous 

shepherds, currently included in the administrative perimeter of the town. It is 

located on the Covasna valley, in the western part of Brețcu Mountains, with 

important resources of mineral waters and mofettes (98% carbon dioxide) and units 

for wood processing. Standing out through its car industry, Râșnov is located at the 

western foot of Postăvaru Massif, Ghimbășel and Brașov-Câmpulung road (Rucăr-

Bran-Dragoslavele Corridor), also having a major significance of road junction 

(towards Zărnești, Poiana Mărului and Predeal). 

From the point of view of their demographic category (Iordache, 2009, p. 

198), Brașov represents one of Romania’s large cities (over 100,000 inhabitants), 

Sfântu Gheorghe, Săcele, Zărnești and Codlea are medium-sized urban settlements 

(20,000-100,000 inhabitants) and Târgu Secuiesc, Râșnov and Covasna are small 

towns (less than 20,000 inhabitants). The smallest town is Ghimbav, located just a 

few km from Brașov, in the category of very small cities with only 4,698 

inhabitants in 2011.  

 

II. DATA AND METHODS 

The demographic analysis set out to consider the urban settlements in Brașov 

Depression requested in a preliminary phase, a complex and rigorous 

documentation; then, processing and analysis of national and regional databases 

were tackled in order to provide the necessary statistical materials to implement 

such an approach. The main supporting pillars of this research study were 

represented by the three general population and housing censuses during the post-

communist period, but also on statistical data available online on the website of the 

National Institute of Statistics - Tempo time series. 

 

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS  

3.1 Population dynamics  

The numerical evolution of the urban settlements population within 

Brașov Depression can be approached by analyzing the contrasts generated by 

the changes in the overall economic and social context in post-communist 

Romania, with a clear connection to the changing demographic behavior of 

the inhabitants and degrading demographic structures.  

During the period comprised between 1992 and 2018, there were major 

decreases in the number of urban population that have determined, on the 
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whole, a generalized regressive dynamics in the studied area. In most cases, 

among the causes that played a decisive role in the demographic decline of 

these urban settlements may be included: the initial abolition of 

administrative restrictions on establishing residence in Romania’s urban 

settlements followed by major industrial restructuring, a continuously 

growing natural deficit, a very pronounced external migration (Ghețău, 2012).  

Yet, the demographic evolution was not unitary in the entire studied 

area. Although the numerical evolution of the population within Brașov basin 

mostly undergone a generally descending trend (Fig. 3), Zărnești had a rather 

monotonous demographic trajectory and the smaller, satellite urban 

settlements of Brașov have had an ascending evolution during the analyzed 

period (Codlea, Săcele, Ghimbav and Râșnov). Regarding the population 

growth rate during the entire analyzed period (1992-2018), the lowest values 

are registered in the case of Târgu Secuiesc and Covasna (-13.2% and -11.9%, 

respectively), followed by county residences: Sfântu Gheorghe -9.2% and 

Brașov -7.7%. 

 

 
 

 
 

Fig. 3. Population dynamics of urban settlements  

within Brașov Depression during 1992-2018 period 
(Data source: NIS, Tempo online) 

 

3.2 Natural growth of the population  

The natural growth of the population in Brașov Depression reflects the 

statistical data dynamics regarding the evolution of the birth rate, mortality and the 

natural demographic balance during the post-communist period.  

The birth rate is one of the most important demographic indicators, the 

overall evolution of the number of inhabitants depending on its dynamics (Vert, 



71 

 

1995). Because of cultural, economic, political, demographic, medical factors, its 

evolution in Brașov Depression is similar to that of national level. The 

phenomenon had exceptional dynamics in Romania in the second half of the last 

century, under the impact of an imposed pronatalist policy of the communist 

regime. The results of that policy have left their mark on the post-1989 dynamics 

of the birth rate, both through the real rupture that the phenomenon experienced in 

1990-1991, with unrestricted access to contraception and abortion, and through its 

size and structure (Ghețău, 2007; Erdeli&Cucu, 2007; Iordache, 2009). The years 

following December 1989 revolution represented the starting point to revoke the 

legislation on lack of contraception and the prohibition of abortion, which led to an 

accelerated decline in the birth rate immediately after 1990. The decrease in the 

birth rate is nowadays synonymous with the increase of the share of first-born 

children, which proves that the model preferred by today's families is of the "small 

type" with one or at most two children (Rotariu, 2009). This is also specified by the 

fact that in Romania before 1990, the vast majority of births occurred within 

marriages (96-97%) and in 4 out of 5 cases in the first marriage. So the birth rate 

was largely related to nuptiality and the Romanian population was characterized by 

high nuptiality rates (Rotariu&Mezei, 1999). 

In all analysed settlements, the tendency of the birth rate was suddenly 

descending after 1990 (Fig. 4), as an immediate result of legislative measures, but 

also because of the uncertain economic situation which determined many young 

people to postpone planning a family.  

 

 
Fig. 4. The birth rate of urban settlements  

within Brașov Depression during 1992-2017 period 
(Data source: NIS, Tempo online) 

 

The birth rate in the analysed urban settlements has the highest values in 

2009, in the municipality of Săcele (+17.25‰) and the lowest values are registered 

in 1997, in Ghimbav (+5.48‰). Compared to the early 1990s, most localities 



72 

 

experienced an obvious decline in birth rates, except for the towns of Săcele, 

Ghimbav and Râșnov, whose birth rates increased progressively, especially after 

1998. The economic development determined by the outsourcing of the activities 

of Brașov municipality, as well as the suburbanization process explain these special 

evolutions determined by the share of the young population, but also by a 

distinctive ethnic structure. 

The mortality rate is the second component of the natural growth of the 

population, which reveals many aspects related to the state of health, also health 

care system and living conditions in the investigated population. Although the 

dynamics of this indicator was not uniform in the post-communist period, the 

general trend is an ascending one given the degradation of the structure by age 

groups and the pronounced demographic ageing that affected the entire national 

territory. Regarding the analysed urban settlements surrounding Brașov (Fig. 5), 

the highest mortality values are often registered in Covasna (peak of 13.0‰ in 

2010), but also in Târgu Secuiesc (+11.4‰), Brașov (+10.1‰), Zărnești (+9.9‰), 

while minimum mortality values place Ghimbav (+4.9‰ in 2004), followed by 

Codlea (+5.6‰) in the lower part of the ranking. An important role in these distinct 

evolutions was played by migration and the degree of local economic development, 

which imprinted a more advanced degree of mortality rate deterioration on certain 

localities such as Ghimbav, Sfântu Gheorghe and Târgu Secuiesc. 

 

 
Fig. 5. The mortality rate of urban settlements  

within Brașov Depression during 1992-2017 period 
(Data source: NIS, Tempo online) 

 

In the analyzed region, the natural demographic balance of urban 

settlements suffered a descending evolution, being influenced both by the specific 

phenomena of demographic transition and legislative measures mentioned above. 
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Following the evolution represented by birth rate and mortality, the natural 

demographic balance of the population in Brașov area presents the following 

highest values: +9.1‰ in 2009 (Săcele), +5,5‰ in 2004 (Ghimbav), over 5‰ in   

2000, 2004 (Codlea) and minimum values of -4.83‰ (Covasna) and Târgu 

Secuiesc (-3,56‰) in 2017 (Fig. 6). An important aspect is the fact that a fairly 

good situation was registered in 1992, all urban settlements having positive values, 

the highest value being registered in Codlea (+4.55‰) and the lowest in Săcele 

(+0.76‰). Moreover, appreciable values of the natural demographic balance are 

registered in Săcele due to the constant high birth rate. 

 

 
Fig. 6. The natural demographic balance of urban settlements  

within Brașov Depression during 1992-2017 period 
(Data source: NIS, Tempo online) 

 

3.3 Population migration 

The migratory phenomenon in the urban settlements of Brașov basin, as in 

the whole country, is very old. Whether individual or modern mass migration, 

temporary or permanent, the causes of population migration in Brașov area are 

multiple: natural, historical, social, economic, political or tourism-connected. First 

of all, immediately after the 1990s, when restrictions on establishing residence in 

urban settlements were removed, the migratory balance is positive in case of most 

analyzed towns (Fig. 7) and reaches impressive values in the case of Ghimbav 

(+73.4‰) and Codlea (+13‰). Subsequently, the opening borders to Western 

Europe led to a significant external migratory flow, as the changes in the Romanian 

political and social system have made it possible for the population of the region to 

either migrate to other more economically developed urban areas in Romania or 

migrate to other member countries of the European Union, but also to the USA or 

Canada. The migratory balance becomes negative for most of the analyzed 
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localities beginning with 2008, because of the fact that the number of those who 

left (including through external migration) was constantly higher than the number 

of arrivals. It is important to note that the migratory phenomenon caused important 

mutations in the demographic structures (especially age and gender demographic 

structures) and played an important role in the general dynamics of the population 

in the analyzed area.  

It can be observed that for the analyzed interval, the migratory balance of the 

population from Brașov Depression is mostly negative. In 2017, rather equally low 

values are recorded in Sfântu Gheorghe (-4.36‰), Codlea (-5.7‰) and Covasna (-

4.46‰). Some specific aspects stand out: Ghimbav has a maximum value of the 

migratory balance of +73.43‰ in 1992 (the positive values are maintained 

throughout the analyzed interval); in the years following 1998 and 2014 all urban 

settlements demonstrate an acceleration either in increasing or decreasing 

migration surplus or deficit, respectively; the entire urban population belonging to 

Covasna county suffered massive population loss because of the migration deficit, 

while most of the urban localities of Brașov county gained from this perspective 

(except for Codlea, whose migratory dynamics is oscillating).  

 

 
Fig. 7. The migration demographic balance of urban settlements  

within Brașov Depression during 1992-2017 period 
(Data source: NIS, Tempo online) 

 

3.4 General demographic balance 

Analyzing the evolution of the general demographic balance in the period 

comprised between 1994 and 2017, it can be observed that the total balance of the 

population had a downward evolution, in the first part of the period being strongly 

influenced by the migratory surplus moreover determined by internal migration 

flows rather than out-migration, but also by the decreasing natural balance. In 

2017, most urban settlements reached negative values in what concerns the total 
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demographic balance in Brașov basin. This generalized demographic loss is on the 

one hand due to the continuous natural deficit and on the other hand, to the increase 

in the number of emigrants, so that most localities in this region are facing a 

negative dynamics of the total population. Analyzing the general demographic 

balance dynamics during 1992-2017 (Fig. 8), the urban settlements registering the 

highest values of this indicator in 1992 are Ghimbav (74.56‰), Codlea (17.55‰) 

and Râșnov (+10.7‰); in 2017, the highest values are registered almost in the 

same cases, only at a much lower level: Ghimbav (24.34‰), Râșnov (+9.78‰) and 

Săcele (+5.48‰). The rest of the analysed urban settlements have a negative 

demographic balance, in which case the population is declining due to high 

mortality and mass emigration. 

 

 
Fig. 8. The general demographic balance of urban settlements  

within Brașov Depression during 1992-2017 period 
(Data source: NIS, Tempo online) 

 

3.5 Demographic structures of the population 

Grouping the population according to various characteristics progressively 

decreases the degree of heterogeneity, allows the definition of the laws that govern 

the demographic evolution, favours the study of the internal connections and the 

socio-economic conditioning of demographic phenomena and processes (Vert, 

2001). Gender and age are fundamental geodemographic characteristics, 

indispensable for understanding other geodemographic phenomena such as birth 

rate, fertility, mortality, but also for the socio-economic status of the society etc. 

(Erdeli&Cucu, 2007).  

At the level of the urban settlements included in Brașov basin, the 

demographic aging index is increasing throughout the period comprised between 

1992 and 2018 (Fig. 9). The highest values of the ageing index is recorded in 

Brașov, reaching 167.50% in 2018. There have also been recorded significant 

increases in the demographic ageing index in Zărnești, Covasna and Sfântu 
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Gheorghe. The municipality of Săcele registers the lowest values of the ageing 

index in 2018 among all cities, mainly due to the high values of birth rates which 

can be associated with a distinctive etnical structure of its population. Decreasing 

the age group of young people and increasing the share of the elderly can affect the 

long-term evolution of the population as the phenomenon of demographic decline 

can be controlled or stopped only up to a point. Also, the lower shares of young 

people and their continuous involution leads to a deficit of the active population 

and to an increasing economic dependence. 

In what concerns the feminization index, there can be seen a continuous 

increase in almost all urban settlements (Fig. 10). The highest values are registered 

in Brașov, with a maximum value of 112.3% in 2018. Throughout the period, the 

feminization process of the population in Brașov evolved, starting from 104.7% in 

1992 and reaching 112.3% in 2018. The lowest value is registered in Zărnești 

(100.5%), the locality not exceeding 103% during the analysed period. Sfântu 

Gheorghe (109.8%), Târgu Secuiesc (109.5%) and Ghimbav (108%) also stand out 

with high values of the feminization index. In Covasna, the feminization index is 

decreasing, registering in 1996 the maximum of 106.7% and in 2005 the minimum 

of 102.7%. Nowadays, Covasna is reporting a value of 105.6% for the feminization 

index, almost as much as in 1996. Given this statistical context, the ageing 

population of the urban settlements is an important factor that determines the 

female population to have an increasing share in the total population, as women’s 

life expectancy is more than 5 years higher than that of the male population; 

another secondary factor could be migration, because most migrating flows involve 

higher shares of male population. 

 

  
Fig. 9. The dynamics of the 

demographic ageing index at the 

level of the studied urban 

settlements during 1992-2018 
(Data source: NIS, Tempo online) 

Fig. 10. The dynamics of the 

feminization index at the level of the 

studied urban settlements during 

1992-2018 
(Data source: NIS, Tempo online) 

 

The degree of demographic ageing and its implications on the long term 

can also be illustrated by the age pyramid (Fig. 11). As a general trend, the age 

pyramids indicate a decrease in the share of young population and an increase 

in the share of adult and elderly population. The bell-shaped pyramid, specific 

to urban settlements with a stationary demographic tendency and a relative 
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balance between age groups is characteristic for Brașov, Sfântu Gheorghe and 

Târgu Secuiesc. Săcele and Râșnov have pyramids with an enlarged base, a 

clear sign that the share of the young population is supported by superior values 

of the birth rate and fertility.  

 

 
 

Brașov Codlea 

  
Săcele Ghimbav 

  
Râșnov Zărnești 

  
Sfântu Gheorghe Târgu Secuiesc 

Fig. 11. The age pyramid at the level of studied urban settlements in 2018 
(Data source: NIS, Tempo online) 



78 

 

At the same time, the rest of the localities present an amorphous pyramid; in 

all cases, (1)the impact of the pronatalist legislation from the communist period is 

directly visible in the important increase of the share of the five-year age group 

between 50 and 54 years old; (2) the larger share of the elderly female population 

denotes a higher life expectancy in the case of females as compared to males; (3) 

the base of the pyramid is more extensive in the case of the male population.  

The ethnic (national) structure of the population highlights the fact that in 

addition to Romanians, other ethnic groups also live in good collaboration and 

understanding in Brașov basin. Throughout history, there have been no major 

ethnic or religious conflicts, due to the existence of many ethnic groups since the 

Middle Ages. Romanians have a majority share in localities such as Ghimbav, 

Râșnov, Zărnești, Brașov, Codlea and Săcele (Tabel no. 2). In the other 3 urban 

settlements, the Hungarians, together with Germans, own over 70% of the 

population (in Covasna - over 60%). The largest share of Roma community is 

found in Codlea with more than 5% of the total population and in Covasna with 

over 3%. Germans, Turks, Jews, Italians and Gypsies are present in very small 

shares in the urban settlements of Brașov basin. 

 

Table no. 2. The most representative ethnic groups in Brașov basin in 2011 
Urban 

settlemen

t 

Romanians Hungarians Roma Germans Turks Jews Italians Ceangăi Other 

Brașov 86.5% 6.5% 0.3% 0.5% 0.03% 0.03% 0.03% 0.01% 0.10% 

Codlea 82.6% 2.6% 5.2% 0.9% 0.02% - - - 0.12% 

Săcele 65.6% 20.2% 1.1% 0.2% - - 0.01% 0.01% 0.05% 

Ghimbav 91.5% 3.3% 0.2% 0.9% - - 0.17% 0.06% 0.30% 

Râșnov 89.6% 1.3% 1.8% 0.7% - - - 0.03% 0.04% 

Zărnești 88.2% 1.3% 2.6% 0.1% - - 0.02% - 0.02% 

Sfântu 

Gheorghe 
21.1% 73.6% 0.7% 0.1% 0.01% 0.01% 0.01% 0.05% 0.02% 

Târgu 

Secuiesc 
6.9% 88.1% 1.5% 0.1% - - - 0.05% - 

Covasna 31.2% 62.8% 3.2% 0.03% - 0.04% 0.03% - - 

(Source: www.insse.ro; processed data) 

 

The confessional structure of the population shows that the Orthodox 

religion predominates in proportion of over 80% in Brașov basin, except for Sfântu 

Gheorghe, Târgu Secuiesc and Covasna, where the Roman Catholic religion is 

represented by 31.7%, 69.3% and respectively 21.2% (Table no. 3). The largest 

number of Roman Catholics is found, by far, in the municipality of Târgu Secuiesc 

(almost 70%). The Reformed religion is also found in quite large numbers and 

shares in Covasna (the largest share of over 40%), Sfântu Gheorghe (35.7%) and 

Târgu Secuiesc (20.1%); in the rest of the settlemensts, its values are extremely 

low, which directly corresponds to the ethnical structure of the population and a 



79 

 

certain concentration of Hungarians in the Eastern part of Brașov Depression 

(Covasna county). All other religions are found in very small numbers and shares, 

except for Târgu Secuiesc and Covasna, where, also, the Pentecostal religion is 

missing. In the municipality of Săcele the highest percentage in terms of the 

Lutheran confession shares is found. 

 

Table no. 3. The most representative religious denominations 

 in Brașov basin in 2011 

Urban 

settlement 
Orthodox 

Romano- 

Catholic 
Reformed Pentecostal 

Greek- 

Catholic 

Baptis

t 

Luther

an 
Atheist 

No 

religion 

Brașov 81.2% 4.7% 2.1% 0.5% 0.8% 0.3% 0.6% 0.3% 0.3% 

Codlea 79.5% 2.7% 0.8% 2.9% 0.1% 0.3% 0.3% 0.1% 0.1% 

Săcele 60.5% 4.3% 2.8% 3.1% 0.4% 0.1% 12.6% 0.1% 0.1% 

Ghimbav 86.2% 2.8% 1.3% 0.4% 0.4% 1.1% 0.6% 0.1% 0.1% 

Râșnov 87.2% 2.0% 0.4% 0.5% 0.2% 0.2% 0.3% 0.1% 0.1% 

Zărnești 87.6% 1.6% 0.4% 1.2% 0.2% 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 0.0% 

Sfântu 

Gheorghe 
18.8% 31.7% 35.7% 0.1% 0.3% 0.2% 1.2% 0.1% 0.2% 

Târgu 

Secuiesc 
5.5% 69.3% 20.1% - 0.0% 0.2% 0.2% 0.0% 0.2% 

Covasna 29.4% 21.2% 43.4% - 0.2% 0.5% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 

(Source: www.insse.ro; processed data) 

 

IV. CONCLUSIONS  

Brașov Depression was revealed as a special geographical area, with natural 

resources and conditions particularly favorable to the humanization process, which 

developed as a result of the openness and intense connections between 

Transylvania, Muntenia and Moldova. Following the national demographic trends 

(the decrease of the birth rate and natural balance, the rise of emigration, the aging 

population), the studied area still retains particular demographic trends and 

structures (ethnic and denominational structure, population structure by age groups 

and gender) which gives it a special geographical personality. The detailed 

demographic analysis revealed significant differences in the main demographic 

indicators both between the west and east of the depression but also between its 

large and small cities. 
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