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Abstract: The development of the protected areas system in Europe led to 
collaborations among the administrations of the national parks in different countries. 
This was imposed by extension of the natural units that need to be protected even 
beyond the borderline of a certain country. The frequency of this kind of situations 
grows as many border sectors are natural (rivers, lakes, mountains and so on). In these 
conditions, a new category of parks appeared – the cross-border national parks – which 
require more involvement and effort on behalf of the respective countries, with the 
purpose of a better administration of the common natural and cultural patrimony. 
Countries, such as France, Italy, Switzerland, Germany, Czech Republic, Poland, 
Ukraine cooperate (at the level of the administration and organization of the parks) in 
this respect. In Europe there are 10 cross-border national parks, most of them being 
situated within certain mountain units (the Alps, the Pyrenees, the Carpathians, the 
Hercynian Massifs of the Central Europe) and the general tendency is given by their 
growing number. Besides the advantages offered by the protection of the natural 
environment, the cooperating states realize a material benefit, due to the fact that the 
so-constituted national parks attract a significant number of tourists from Europe and 
other continents.  
 
Key-words: cross-border national park, natural environment, environmental 
protection, cross-border cooperation 

 
In Europe, the activities related to the protection of the natural and 

cultural patrimony through the establishment of national parks appear at the 
beginning of the 20th century, in Sweden, when there are founded the first 
national parks: Stora Sjöfallet and Sarek (1910). Gradually, during the 
following decencies, more and more European countries followed the example 
of Sweden, so that, at present, most of them have national parks. The territories 
that are protected display various landscapes: mountains, hills, plains, coast 
regions and islands. Most of them are located in mountain regions, due to the 
spectacular landscapes and to the existence of certain endemic species; also, 
numerous protected areas are to be found on the plains – especially within the 
wet areas and northern areas, where the fragile ecosystems bear with difficulty 
the human intervention.  
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IUCN definition for the cross-border park: 
“Protected area crossed by the border between two or more countries (or 

sub-national units, such as the provinces and the regions, the autonomous 
territories and others), the component parts of which are dedicated to the protection 
and conservation of the biodiversity and of the natural and cultural resources, 
cooperationg through legal means.” 

 

 
Fig. no 1. Cross-border National Parks in Europe 

 
EUROPARC is the organisation that monitors and supports the activity of 

the European nature and national parks, as well as the activity of biosphere reserves 
in Europe. The organisation was established in 1973, under the name of The 
Federation of Nature and National Parks of Europe. Since its establishment, it 
permanently developed, so that, at present, it represents the largest non-
governmental organisation in the field of protected areas. EUROPARC elaborates 
strategies for the protection of the natural landscapes, of the biodiversity and of the 
European cultural patrimony.  

More that 100 cross-border protected areas exist in Europe, and their number 
is permanently growing. Only ten of these areas are composed of national parks.  

The EUROPARC Federation developed a system for the official recognition 
of the exemplar cross-border cooperation among the European protected areas. The 
system was launched in Durban (South Africa), in 2003, at the World Park 
Congress. 

Up to the present, three cross-border national parks received a prize for their 
collaboration and for the performances attained through the optimal administration 
of their patrimony:  
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• Neusiedler See – Fertö Hansag (Austria - Hungary), in 2003 
• Krkonoše (Czech Republic - Polland), in 2004 
• Oulanka – Paanajärvi (Finland - Russia), in 2005 
The development of the European protected areas system led to 

collaborations among the administrations of the national parks from various 
countries. This situation was imposed by the extension of the natural units that are 
intended for protection even beyond the borders of a certain country. The 
frequency of this kind of situations is favoured by the fact that many border sectors 
are natural (rivers, lakes, mountains etc.). Thus, a new category of national parks 
appeared – inter-state or cross-border national parks, which require much more 
involvement and efforts from the part of the respective countries, with the purpose 
of a better administration of the common natural patrimony. The following table 
presents these parks, as well as the natural unit to which they belong: 

 
Table no 1 

No. Cross-border 
National Parks 

Collaborating 
countries 

Natural unit 

1 Stelvio – Swiss 
National Park 
(Engadina Valley) 

Italy - Switzerland 

2 Gran Paradiso – La 
Vanoise 

Italy – France 
The Alps 

3 Pieniny  Slovakia - Poland The Carpathians 
4 The Pyrenees – 

Ordessa and Monte 
Perdido 

France – Spain 
The Pyrenees 

5 Bavarian Forest - 
Šumava 

Germany – Czech 
Republic 

The Bavarian Forest – 
Czech Forest Mountains 

6 Saxon Switzerland – 
Czech  Switzerland 

Germany – Czech 
Republic 

The Ore Mountains 
(Erzgebirge) 

7 Thayatal - Podyji Austria – Czech 
Republic Czech – Moravian Fields 

8 Neusiedler Lake- Ferto Austria – Hungary Kiss Alföld 
9 The Oder Valley Germany - Poland German-Poland Plain 
10 Bielowska Poland - Belarus  
 

A. THE REGION OF THE ALPS 
 

An impressing number of national parks are to be found in the Alps, these 
parks forming together a network meant to protect and to develop in a sustainable 
manner this mountain chain. The Ministries of Environment from the Alpine 
countries – Germany, Austria, France, Italy, Switzerland, Liechtenstein, Monaco 
and Slovenia – supported the establishment of this network and the correct practice 
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of the Alpine Convention, especially the Article 12 of the Protocol ”Nature 
protection and landscape administration”. The priorities of these demarches are the 
following: 
- the protection and the administration of the protected areas; 
- the development of an ecological tourism, in accordance with the patrimony 

preservation actions and with the territorial economic project; 
- to support a high-quality agriculture and silviculture, which would be 

compatible with the preservation of the biodiversity and of the landscapes; 
- to inform the public and the local population with respect to the proposed 

actions. 
The countries that collaborate pursue common goals within the Alpine Network: 

the repopulation with golden eagle and wild horned animals, the return of the big 
predators, the protection of various elements: the alpine flora, the habitats, the water, 
the forest, the presservation of the pastoral tradition, the tourism, the communications 
and the cultural life of the alpine communities.  

The most significant collaboration relations are represented by the common 
administration of the cross-border national parks and the protection of the natural and 
cultural patrimony within these parks. These projects favour the tourist and economic 
activities, as well as the cultural inter-changes among the neighbour countries: Italy, 
France and Switzerland. 

 

 
Fig. no 2. The cross-border national parks in the Alps 

 
Stelvio National Park is situated right in the centre of the Alpine chain and 

is included in a vast regional complex of protected areas, being one of the biggest 
and most interesting in Europe: the Swiss National Park (Engadina) is located 
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northwards, the Adamello Regional Park is located southwards, being directly 
connected with the Adamello-Brento Nature Park, while the Tessa Nature Park lays 
in the East and the Livigno – Valdidentro Park will be declared in the west.  

Stelvio is the largest national park in the Alps (almost 135,000 hectares), 
together with Engadina (about 17,000 hectares), forming the biggest ensemble of 
this type in Central Europe. The Park protects the Ortler – Cevedale Massif, the 
dominant landscape elements being the following: 

The colonization of the mountain space started in the 13th century, through 
summer pastoral activities. 

Old access roads cross the Alps in this region, towards the Tirol and the 
Engadina. The prehistoric hunters, later the miners and the merchants who 

followed them, 
contributed to the 
strengthening of the 
relations among different 
communities in the Alps. 

Fig. no 3. The Morteratsch Glacier (The Swiss Alps) 

The Swiss 
National Park includes 
one of the most wanted 
tourist destinations in 
Europe:  Engadina (the 
upper valley of the Inn 
River). The glacial 
landscape, but also the 
forests situated on the 
inferior levels represent 
major attractions, while 
the well-known mountain 
station St. Moritz is the 
centre of this park. The 
upper limit of the forest is 
very high in Engadina, 
being situated at more than 
2,200 meters, as compared 
to the rest of the country, 
where it reaches 1,900 
meters. Only one access 
road crosses the park – 
Ofenpass.  

Fig. no 4. Capra ibex 

La Vanoise – 
Gran Paradiso Parks. 
Capra ibex is the symbol 
of Gran Paradiso National 
Park. The purpose that 
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stood at the base of the establishment of the two parks is represented by the 
protection of these species, which was still largely spread in the Alps during the 
16th century. The uncontrolled hunting led to the drop of the number of individuals, 
arriving almost to extinction. Italy took the initiative to protect the species, in 1856 
being established the Gran Paradiso Royal Reserve, after the name of the highest 
massif in the Graic Alps (4,061 meters). The La Vanoise National Park was established 
after more than one century, but its purpose was the same – to protect the Alpine ibex.  

In Gran Paradiso, the bearded vulture, which had disappeared in 1912, was 
reintroduced grace to an international project. Other attractive elements are: the 
marmot, the golden falcon, Leontopodium alpinum. The traditional houses are built 
of wood and stone, the part of these elements in the structure of the houses varying 
with the region. One of the objectives of the park is to accentuate the importance of 
the cultural patrimony and to support the economic sustainable development.  

In La Vanoise there are 5 natural reserves, located on the margin of the 
central area, which is strictly protected. The morphological and structural diversity 
is similar to that in Gran Paradiso: glacial cirques and valleys, the prevalence of the 
limestone on the periphery and of the crystalline schist on the highest sectors. The 
post-glacial rupestral art appeared in Neolithic in Tarentaise and Maurienne and 
lasted until the Iron Age. It coincides with the beginning of the permanent 
inhabitation of the 1,300 – 1,500 meters level.  

 
 

 B. THE REGION OF THE PYRENEE 
 

Within the complex of 
protected areas of the Central 
Pyrenees – Ordessa y Monte 
Perdido, the natural patrimony 
comprises a high number of 
forms that are characteristic to 
the alpine geomorphology: 
canyons, glacial cirques, 
thresholds with falls. The 
landscape is dominated by 
alpine meadows, glacial lakes, 
forests, mountains and caves. 
The interest regarding fauna 
and flora preservation becomes 
manifest through the protection 
of the endemic elements 
(Valeria pyrenaica), but also of 
the endangered species.   

Fig. no 5. The Pyrenees and Ordessa y Monte 
Perdido National Parks   

Central  zone of the Park 
 

 

Peripheral zone of the Park 
 

Borderline 

The development of a 
specific mountain social-
economic environment since 
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the Middle Ages represents a characteristic feature of the Central Pyrenees 
Region. Exchange relations, alliances, trade agreements, cultural relations 
based on mutual solidarity developed among the French and the Spanish urban 
and rural settlements. These relations persist, being intensified through the 
Union Treaty existent between The Central Pyrenees Region and the Aragon 
Autochthonous Community.  Thus, France and Spain hold a common site that is 
part of the UNESCO World Patrimony (Napoli, December 6th, 1997). Both 
countries tried to realize a support for the sustainable development: traditional 
pastoral activities, agritourism and others. 

 
C. THE QUADRILATERAL OF BOHEMIA 

 
The numerous national parks situated in the Hercynian massifs of the 

Bohemian quadrilateral represent a proof of the high interest in the nature 
protection within this space. The Czech Republic maintained the collaboration 
relations with its neighbours (Germany, Austria, Slovakia and Poland), this 
fact being reflected by the existence of some complexes of protected areas 
(especially national parks) located near the border between these states and 
the Czech Republic; the limits of the country cross old, Hercynian massifs, 
generally characterized by low altitudes (Šumava, Erzgebirge, the Sudetes), or 
low tablelands (the Czech-Moravian hillocks). 

The tectonic-structural character of these relief units results from their 
aspect: mountain plateaus brought to the peneplain stage and then elevated 
again, surrounded by steep slopes. Their evolution was marked by the 
formation of the Alpine mountain system, which led to numerous 
fragmentations of the old mountain units, to up and down movements of the 
Hercynian blocks along the fault plans.      

It is located between the Lusatian Mountains and the Ore Mountains, 
the Elbe Valley having the aspect of a canyon. 

At the beginning of the Mesozoic Era, during the Cenomanian 
transgression, the region undergone heavy sedimentation and there resulted 
siliceous sandstone deposits that are a few hundred meters thick. The erosion 
due to the Elbe and to its tributaries gave birth to an impressing ruiniform 
relief.  

The river deepened in the hard sandstone deposits pursuant to the block 
elevation of the Ore Mountains, so that the defile has epigenetic and 
antecedent character. The Saxon – Bohemian Switzerland cross-border park 
preserves these relief forms, but also the compact beech forests, with the 
multitude of animal species that populate them.  
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Fig. no 6. Cross-border national parks in the Bohemian Quadrilateral 

 
• The Bavarian Forest – Šumava National Park (Germany – Czech 

Republic) 
It is more extended on the Czech territory and less on the German one. The 

Bavarian Forest and Šumava mountain massifs reach average altitudes of 1,200 - 
1,400 meters (the highest altitude, that of the Arber Peak, is 1,457 meters). The 
sylvan landscape is dominant (98 percent), consisting of mixed broadleaf forests. An 
original characteristic of 
this national park is 
represented by the fact that 
the forest was permitted to 
develop freely, without 
human intervention. Initially, 
the region was inhabited by 
the Celts, who left during 
the first millennium A.D. 
Subsequently, until the 15th 
century, the forest 
developed and covered the 
entire region. The Bavarian 
Forest was the first National 
Park established in 
Germany; together with the 
Šumava National Park, it 
forms the most extended 
sylvan area in Central 
Europe. 

 

Fig. no 7. The landscape of the average Hercynian 
Massifs in Germany (The Bavarian Forest) 
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• The Saxon – Bohemian Switzerland National Park (Germany – 
Czech Republic) 

 

  
Fig. no 8. The Saxon – Bohemian               Fig. no 9. Ruiniform relief on sandstone  
Switzerland National Park     in the Elbe Defile 
 

The Krkonoše National Park (Czech Republic - Poland) 
 

The Park is 
situated mostly on the 
Czech territory, in the 
region of the Krkonoše 
Massif, the Sudetes 
Mountains. Every year, 
more than 10 million 
tourists visit the park, 
endangering the 
integrity of the fragile 
ecosystems. In 1984, 
IUCN put it on the list 
of the most threatened 
national parks in the 
world.  

However, saving 
the landscape represents 
a necessity. The 
Krkonoše Mountains are among the 300 biosphere reserves in the UNESCO 
Patrimony. In order to preserve the common natural patrimony, the administrations 
of the two parks decided on the implementation of certain measures to restore the 
natural systems through special programs.   

 

Zone 1 

Strictly protected zone 

The limitrophe zone 

THE STRUCTURE OF THE NATIONAL PARK 

 

Zone 2 
 

Zone 3 
 

Buffer zone 

Fig. no 10. Map of Krkonoše National Park 
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• The Thayatal – Podyji National Park (Austria – Czech Republic) 
The Podyji National Park was established in 1991; in 2000, the Thayatal 

National Park completed this protected area of European importance.  
The cross-border park comprises the middle sector of the Thaya (Dije) valley. 

It is located south of the Czech – Moravian Hillocks, in the hilly region situated at 
the border between Czech Republic and Austria, called the Austrian Tableland. The 
Thaya River deepened in the hard, Urgonian rocks, forming cut-off meanders that are 
sometimes 200 meters deep. The differential erosion created asymmetric slopes, with 
irregular profile, this enhancing the picturesque of the geomorphologic landscape. 
More than 90 percent of the surface of the park is covered with Central - European 
broadleaf forests. Because of its location near the borderline (restrictions of the Iron 
Curtain during the Communist regime) and of the low accessibility imposed by the 
relief, these forests have been l
of the most beautiful 
transverse valleys in the 
Hercynian massifs of the 
Central Europe preserved its 
original character. Its 
geographical location, at the 
intersection of two types of 
climate, favoured the 
biological diversity. The 
Pannonian influences, with a 
more accentuated aridity 
degree, join the Atlantic 
ones, which bring more 
important precipitation. 
Thus, East-European flora 
elements cohabit with 
Atlantic and Central-
European ones.  

Hardegg, the only 
urban centre on th

ess exploited than those in other regions, so that one 

e
territo

 
ry of the park, is, at 

the same time, the 
smallest Austrian town, 
having only 80 
inhabitants. The tourist 
function is the most 
important, given its 
location within the 
national Park.   

 

Fig. no 11. Map of Thayatal – Podyji National Park 

Fig. no 12. The meanders of the Dije (Thaya) river 
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D. THE PLAIN REGIONS (THE GERMAN PLAIN, KISSALFÖLD, THE 
POLESIAN PLAIN, THE FINNISH PLAIN) 

 
• he Odertal National Park (Germany – Poland) 
he German-Polish Plain is crossed by the Oder Val

T
T ley at the border 

between Germany and Poland. The elements of the glacial relief (morainal knolls, 
urstromtal or pradoliny) are characteristic. The floodplain landscape, with high 
biodiversity, imposed the preservation of the habitat and of the species. The floodable 
sector of the plain permanently bears the flood risk, these phenomena frequently 
affecting the region.   

The construction of the dams and of the barrages upstream improved this 
situation, while the German - Polish collaboration surpassed the hard moments.  
The landscape resembles the deltaic one, with extended water surfaces, rich 
vegetation and numerous bird species.  

 
• he Neusiedler See-Seewinkel – Fertö Hansag National Park 

(Austria – Hungary) 
T

South-eastwards of the Leitha Mountains lays a plain region that is 
characterized by a surprising landscape variety for such a relief unit, usually dull 
and monotonous. The Small Alföld is crossed by numerous rivers, tributaries of the 
Danube, while in the north extends a marshy region; located in the middle of this 
marshy region and dominating the landscape there is the biggest natural lake in 
Eastern Austria. The Leitha Massif, made up of hard limestone, sharply rises in 
north-west. The valleys that have their origin in the Alps represent penetration 
corridors for the western, moist air masses. After crossing the Alps and until the 
Carpathian Chain, they encounter no other major obstacle towards East.  

The park includes only a small part of what once was the marshy region 
within the middle drainage area of the Danube, much more extended a few 
centuries ago. The drainages and the channels that cross the plain in all directions 
led to the important reduction of the lacustrine and marshy surfaces, so that the 
Neusiedler/Fertö Lake remained the only refuge for the fauna. In these conditions, 
the Neusiedler See - Fertö National Park was created to protect this halting and 
nestling place for the migratory birds that transit the European continent each year. 

The Pannonian climate, that realizes the 
transition between the Alpine one (in 
the west) and the plain one (the steppe 
in the east) led to an impressing 
biodiversity in this area. A belt of 
marshy fields separates the 
Neusiedler/Fertö Lake from the 
inhabited surfaces and the agricultural 
terrains located near by. Some of these 
terrains have been given back to nature 
since the creation of the national park.  

 
Fig. no 13. The White Great Egret
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Fig. no 15. Oulanka – Paanajärvi National 
Park 

• he Białowieża National Park (Poland - Belarus) 
 1 21, the sylvan region of the Polesian Plain, comprised between the 

T
In 9

Narewka and Hwoźna rivers was declared national park. The Białowieża Forest, 
which surpasses the border between Poland and Belarus, is considered by those 
who saw it one of the most beautiful in Europe; this is due to its integrity and to the 
preservation of its relict character, unaltered by the harmful modern elements. As 
the Polish say, their forest “did not pay the price of civilization”. It is a relict of the 
compact forest that covered in the past the entire central part of the Eastern 
European Plain and reached the Baltic Sea. Numerous broadleaf species are 
protected here, as well as the fauna that lives in these natural ecosystems. Among 
these, it is worth mentioning the largest population of European bison (wisent) on 
the continent, which is protected in the Białowieża National Park. 

 
• he Oulanka – Paanajärvi National Park (Finland - Russia) 
he andscape is dominated by the Scotch pine forests that developed

T
T l  on a 

hilly relief (with altitudes of 150 – 380 meters). The Karelia region represents the 
oldest European territory (the Baltic 
Shield), covered, though, with new, 
morainal deposits, that date from the 
last glacial era.  

The lakes and the forests create 
a unique landscape, so that it was 
decided on its protection through the 
establishment of the two parks, 
Oulanka and Paanajärvi. The Oulanka 
and Kitka rivers form the pillar of the 
Finnish part of the park, recently 
rediscovered as a tourist region (at the 
beginning of the 20th century). The 
natural and cultural landscape in 
Oulanka belongs to the Finnish 
patrimony, which is unique through 
the preservation of nature and of the 
local traditions. The political tensions 
between Russia and Finland (the latter 
became an independent state in 1917 
for the first time), resulted in the 
annexation of the Finnish province 
Paanajärvi by Russia, in 1940. The 
national park was declared after 1992, 
because of the same type of political 
issues.   

Th

Fig. no 14. Oulanka National Park 

e collaboration of the Finnish 
and Russian authorities with regard to 
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the two neighbour national parks represent an example at European level, the Europarc 
Federation awarding a prize for their actions, in 2006.  

 
CONCLUSIONS 

 
The multitude of protected areas located near the borderline among the 

European countries represents a proof of the fact that the authorities admit the 
necessity to preserve the natural ecosystems, especially of the jeopardised ones. At 
the same time, it attests the fact that nature does not have conventional borders and 
the protection of its elements is a merit of all involved countries. The environments 
that bear the most important human and technological footprint – in Central Europe 
– still preserve, thanks to the preoccupation of certain responsible groups, some 
fragments of the primary natural environment, which occupied the entire European 
space in the geological past. In most of the cases, the cross-border national parks 
were created through the “union” of two neighbour national parks that belonged to 
different states and had been established in different years, but which protected the 
same natural unit (constituting a borderline): a massif, a forest, a valley, a lake and 
so on.  Almost every European natural park, reserve or national park that is located 
near a borderline is doubled by a complementary park in the neighbour country, 
within the limits of the same natural unit – another argument that expresses the 
reality comprised in these words: “Unity in diversity”, which are characteristic to 
Europe.  

 
REFERENCES 

 
BIROT, P. (1970), Les régions naturelles du globe, Masson et C. Éditeurs, Paris; 
COTEŢ, P. (1967), Europa şi Asia – geografie fizică, Edit. Didactică şi 

Pedagogică, Bucureşti; 
CUNNINGHAM W.P., SAIGO BARBARA (1998), Environmental Science – a 

global concern, Wm. C. Brown Publishers, Dubuque, U.S.A.; 
MARIN ION, MARIAN MARIN (2005), Europa. Geografie regională, Edit. 

Universitară, Bucureşti; 
MARIN I., STUMBEA LAURA (2006), Parcuri naţionale din Europa – Abordare 

regională, Terra, anul XXXV (LV), Edit. CD Press, Bucureşti; 
MARIN ION, MANEA GABRIELA, MARIAN MARIN, MOCANU NICOLAE, 

TIŞCOVSCHI ADRIAN, POPA VASILE, IRIMIA RADU, NEDELOAEA 
IULIANA, STUMBEA LAURA (2005), Regiuni turistice pe Glob, Edit. 
Universitară, Bucureşti. 

 74


	UNIVERSITY OF CRAIOVA                                Series: Geography 
	UNIVERSITATEA DIN CRAIOVA                                  Seria: Geografie 


