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Abstract: The Băileşti Plain, a physico-geographical subunit of the Oltenia Plain ranges 
among the regions of the country where the agricultural branch clearly dominates as an 
economic activity. The favorability of the natural background allowed the outline of a 
landed macrostructure in which the main percentage is held by the agricultural fields, which 
represents more than 81% of its total area.   
Along the years, there have been transformations in the agricultural fields usage, passings 
of some lands from one usage category to another, a process owed either to excessive 
behaviours of some natural factors (floods, drought, erosion), or to antropical action (land 
improvement workings and land organization, measures of haphazard economic policies or 
legislative-administrative ones etc.). Between 1989-2006, in the context of slight 
diminution of the agricultural surface (from 167,833 ha to 164,325 ha), there have been 
different evolutions for each component category of use: the arable land  diminished with 
878 ha, the lands occupied by orchards and trees nurseries with 765 ha, the pastures and 
natural hay fields areas with 3,409 ha while vineyards and vineyards nurseries areas 
registered increasings with about 1470 ha. 
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Placed in the South-Western part of the country, on the left side of the 

Danube, bordering Bulgaria in the South, the Băileşti Plain highlights as a distinct 
physico-geographical subunit of the Oltenia Plain, which is part, in its turn, of the 
large geographical unit, the Romanian Plain. Having the form of a curved band 
along the Danube, the plain has a 1,893 square km surface and together with the 
afferent meadow amounts to 2,266 square km, which represents 4.6% of the 
Romanian Plain and 0.9% of our country’s territory.  From the settlements point of 
view, more than two thirds of its surface represents rural areas (56 villages, 107 
684 inhabitants) and only one third urban areas (two municipalities, 38,503 
inhabitants).  

In the rural milieu of the Băileşti Plain, the favorability of the natural 
premises allowed a land macrostructure to be pointed out,  in which agricultural 
lands are predominant, representing more than 81% of the entire area (Fig. nr.1). 
The agricultural sector clearly dominates as an economic activity, occupying more 
than 80% of the manpower.  

                                                 
1 "C.S. Nicolăescu Plopşor" Social-Human Research Institute, Craiova. 
2 "C.S. Nicolăescu Plopşor" Social-Human Research Institute, Craiova. 
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Along the years, the human valorization of the Băileşti Plain emphasized its 
character of multifunctional area: habitable territory, social space but also 
economic area, offering agricultural lands and other resources as production and 
existential means.  The natural conditions of the area, characterized by the variety 
of the levels of the relief (the alternance of terraces and floodplains with arable 
lands up to 80-90% of the area), the large extension of chernozems and argilo-
iluvial soils, with a high degree of fertility, the favorable climate, enhanced by the 
human potential, have all offered a favourable background for the development of 
productive economic activities.   

 
Fig. 1: The use of the agricultural lands in the Băileşti Plain  
 

The agricultural valorization of the Băileşti Plain has generally been 
characterized by great extension and a powerful influence of the traditional 
agricultural practices, evoluting from the primary step of natural harvest until its 
practice in organized forms, with a high technological level, typical for nowadays 
human communities.   

Along the years, there have been changes in the agricultural lands’ use, 
changes of some fields from one use category to another, a process that has either 
been determined by the excessive behaviour of some natural factors (floods, 
drought, erosion), or by man-induced actions (land improvement workings and 
land planning, putting into practice some conjunctural economic or adminstrative-
legislative measures etc.).  

The Peace Treaty of Adrianopole (1829) had an important impact on the use 
of the agricultural lands, when, together with the liberalization of the commercial 
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activities on the Danube, the export possibilities increase and, at the same time, the 
interest for the wares of grains production augmented. First half of the 19th century, 
the activities of agricultural lands extension intensified by clearings and upturning 
of the steppe, the landscape of the Romanian Plain changing radically. The authors 
of a vast paper referring to the geography of our country’s agriculture speak about 
the intensity of these actions, mentioning that „the upturning of the steppe and the 
silvosteppe, the clearings affecting the oak characteristic for the plain determined 
greater changes than in all previous periods”. 

 The damming, draining workings and the irrigation systems’ construction 
realized for the purpose of the floodplains water excess control and the water 
deficit on the terraces or fields have had important consequences over the land use 
categories. The Danube floodplain, a flood exposed area and consequently, having 
the greatest instability of land use types, has suffered a lot of changes. While the 
extensive agriculture had been predominant before these workings (natural 
grasslands, hay fields, reed thicket, streams, marshes), after their realization the 
agricultural fields spread on almost the entire surface of the damming precincts.   

The socio-economic conditions specific to each evolutive step of the 
agriculture produced important changes regarding the size and destination of the 
agricultural exploitations.The most important changes took place in the communist 
period, when there was a great spotlight on the planned development. In 1945, a 
agricultural reform took place, through which the great private property has been 
liquidated by an action viewing its replacement with the small peasant property. 
Beginning with 1949, there have been new changes, the modification of the 
property type in agriculture being prioritary. The communitary property, through 
the abolishment of the private one, generated essential changes in the social 
structure, in the structure of the property, in the structure of the production, in the 
general life of the Romanian village. „The purpose followed along the entire 
collectivization period has been centered on the control of the resources from the 
rural areas the centralization of the power in the villages of the country, scission, 
the exploitation of the collectivized and nationalized resources, creating a segment 
of totally obedient leaders in the socialist regime, the birth of the socialist 
property”. The landowner peasant became an agricultural worker and the land, a 
collective source of funds for the country. 

On the 8th of June, 1949, in Galicea Mare commune, the First Agricultural 
Household of Oltenia was born (G.A.C. „Dezrobirea Muncii”). In the following 
years, their number considerably increased so that at the end of the 1953s, in 
Băileşti Plain there were no less than 27 G.A.C.-s having surfaces comprised 
between 34.7 ha (G.A.C. „Tudor” from Tunarii Noi village) and 375.14 ha (G.A.C. 
„Viaţa Nouă” from Poiana Mare village). Through collectivization, the market 
economy laws that fundamented Romania’s law system until that moment, have 
been replaced by laws of planned development, that allowed the economy to be 
leaded from the center, bureaucatically. In the period previously 1989, the state 
was the greatest landowner of the agricultural fields (> 90%), the rest of it (about 
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8.9%) being agricultural lots from the mountainous areas where the collectivization 
was not complete. 

During this stage (until 1989), the agricultural surface oscillated around  
80%, the arable lands registered (in 1989) 84.5%, the orchards and trees nursery 
0.7%, the vineyards and the vineyards nurseries 2.1% and the surfaces occupied by 
grasslands and natural hay fields 9.1%. 

The period following 1989, between 1990-1991 to be more precise, has been an 
essential changes one, of passing from the socialist agriculture to the private one. It is 
now that the stress has concerned various components of the agro-feeding system, the 
most important preoccupation being that of reorganizing the parameters of the funciary 
stock and landowning. The cooperatist system has been rapidly abolished and, in some 
cases, suffering irrational distroyals of the constructions and the zootechnical stock 
distribution. The State-Owned Agricultural Farms (SOAF) have been further on 
maintained by their transformation in associations, which, have yet proved to be 
inefficient. The redistribution of the lands to the former owners or to their descendants 
have been based on the laws regarding the land no. 18/1991 and no. 1/2000. 

The enforcement of the law regarding lands no.18/1991 opened a new stage, 
that of the private agriculture. According to this law, the entire cooperatist system, 
which represented 70% of the plain at that moment, has been reorganized and 
bought-aut, thus creating the new private agricultural sector. The reconstruction of 
the private property in agriculture concerned several beneficiary categories, in 
which there were included: the former owners or their descendants, the members 
that did not contributed with land in the cooperative farm and the employees that 
have been working for the last three years in the cooperative farm.  According to 
this law, the land surface that was supposed to be given to the former owners or to 
their descendants has been of 0.5-10 ha arable equivalent/family, which mainly 
represented a negative factor for the development of the peasants’ agricultural 
households. Through this law, the agricultural land has been highl fragmented, as a 
consequence of a large number of owners with small patches of land and the 
agriculture has been transformed by the exploitations of small and average lots, 
therefore into a sustenance agriculture.   

After 1996, the legislative parameters in the agricultural domain (the law of 
the lands’ renting, that of the lands’ evaluation and that of the trains traffic) have 
generated a favourable legislative framework for a more performant agriculture. In 
the same time, the birth of the agricultural lands’ marketing made possible the 
lands accumulation and the extension of the property up to an optimal level that 
would allow efficient investments.    

In order to point out the quantitative changes in the agricultural lands use 
categories, we have worked out a comparative analysis of the situation for two 
representative years: 1989 şi 2006. The 1989-2006 dynamics demonstrates that in 
the context of a slight diminution of the agricultural surface (from 167,833 ha in 
1989 to 164,325 ha in 2006) different evolutions took place for each land use 
component category. 
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The arable lands has diminished on the entire surface of the plain with 878 
ha. The diminutions have been from less than 10 ha (Urzicuţa) up to more than 100 
ha (Galicea Mare, Maglavit, Poiana Mare, Punghina). In the same time, there have 
been growths of the arable lands, with values comprised between 16 ha (Seaca de 
Câmp) and 600 ha (Bistreţ). 

The lands occupied by orchards and trees nurseries range in the same trend, 
of surface diminution; actually, this culture is not a characteristic of the agriculture 
of the plains. These surfaces almost halved, from 1645 ha (in 1989) to 880 ha (in 
2006). Except for Bistreţ, Braniştea, Desa, Galiciuica and Întorsura communes, 
where these surfaces occupy between 30 and 579 ha, and Cetate, Cioroiaşi, Galicea 
Mare, Ghidici, Lipovu, Perişor, Poiana Mare, Urzicuţa, with orchards on surfaces 
below 20 ha, in the other administrative units this land use category is missing.  

It is not the case of the vineyards and the vineyards nurseries, where there 
have been registered growths of the surfaces with about 1,470 ha, for the entire 
plain. The growths have been quite substantial, from 0-50 ha in Afumaţi, Cioroiaşi, 
Ciupercenii Noi, Giubega, Seaca de Câmp, Siliştea Crucii communes, up to 100-
200 ha in Maglavit, Pleniţa, Poiana Mare, Unirea, Urzicuţa communes. In this 
general framework, there have also been diminutions of the vineyards in Dârvari, 
Desa, Lipovu, Punghina, Radovan communes.  

The pastures and the natural hay fields have registered a diminution for the 
entire plain level, with 3,409 ha, as a result of a signifiant part of the lands passing 
into another land use category (arable, vineyards). Growths of these surfaces have 
solely been registered in five communes: Siliştea Crucii (5 ha), Cioroiaşi (29 ha), 
Galicea Mare (31 ha), Poiana Mare (61), Maglavit (210 ha). In the other 
communes, the surfaces have either remained unchanged or diminished with up to 
600 ha/commune (Ciupercenii Noi).  

Nowadays, at the level of the entire plain, the agricultural surface sums up 
164,325 ha (81.8%) of the total. Comparatively with the national average, where 
the percentage of the agricultural surfaces is 62.1%, the values in the plains are 
clearly higher. Dolj County possesses the same considerable values compared with 
the national and the county average (78.6%). Regarding the percentage of the 
agricultural surfaces at the level of the communes, the values are (in 2006) between 
95.2% (Dârvari) and 44% (Piscu Vechi). The highest percentage (over 90%) is 
found in the plain communes, 15 in total (45.4%), out of which 8 have a value that 
exceeds 93% (Braniştea, Cioroiaşi, Dârvari, Giubega, Întorsura, Moţăţei, Obârşia 
de Câmp, Siliştea Crucii). Lower percentages of the agricultural lands (between 40-
70%) are registered in the administrative unit son the Danube banks (Piscu Vechi 
44%, Desa 56%, Ghidici 65,1%, Ciupercenii Noi 62.2%, Poiana Mare 67.1%) and 
in the North-Eastern part of the plain, at the contact with the piedmont hills 
(Perişor 51.2%, Radovan 58.6%). 

Regarding the agricultural lands use categories, this is marked by the high 
percentage of the arable lands which represent 85-90% of the overall agricultural land 
potential (Table 1). This category’s extended surface is due to the existence of the most 
fertile soils (the chernozems) with a good and excellent productive capacity.   
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Table no. 1 - The structure of the agricultural lands, at the level of the 
communes (2006) (ha) 

From which:  
Arable land Orchards and 

trees nurseries 
Vineyards & 

vineyard 
nurseries  

Grasslands & 
natural hay fields  

Commune Agricultural 
Surface 

 

ha % ha % ha % ha % 
Afumaţi 6,431 6,043 93.9 - - 111 1.8 277 4.3 
Bistreţ 8,987 7,349 81.7 579 6.5 162 1.9 897 9.9 
Braniştea 3,086 2,908 94.2 40 1.3 33 1.1 105 3.4 
Caraula 3,279 2,992 91.2 - - 204 6.3 83 2.5 
Catane 4,025 3,538 87.9 - - 54 1.4 433 10.7 
Cetate 7,078 6,114 86.3 6 0.1 409 5.8 549 7.8 
Cioroiaşi 4,267 3,948 92.5 16 0.4 67 1.6 236 5.5 
Ciupercenii 
Noi 

6,815 4,914 72.1 - - 191 2.8 1,710 25.1 

Dârvari 6,545 6,480 99 - - 62 1 - - 
Desa 4,303 3,044 70.8 30 0.8 300 6.9 929 21.5 
Galicea Mare 5,472 5,125 93.6 1 0.01 228 4.2 118 2.2 
Galiciuica 2,356 2,225 94.4 58 2.5 - - 73 3.1 
Ghidici 2,840 2,371 83.5 20 0.7 100 3.6 349 12.2 
Giubega 4,973 4,888 98.2 - - 85 1.8 - - 
Izvoare 4,061 3,816 93.9 - - 138 3.4 107 2.7 
Întorsura 2,962 2,515 84.9 88 2.9 88 2.9 271 9.3 
Lipovu 3,551 3,164 89.1 1 0.1 140 3.9 246 6.9 
Maglavit 7,851 7,058 89.8 - - 230 2.9 563 7.3 
Moţăţei 12,077 11,804 97.7 - - 273 2.3 - - 
Negoi 4,384 3,643 83.2 - - 53 1.2 688 15.6 
Obârşia de 
Câmp 

2,907 2,683 92.3 - - 112 3.8 112 3.9 

Perişor 3,557 3,345 94 5 0.2 100 2.8 107 3 
Piscu Vechi 2,579 1,784 69.3 - - 56 2.1 739 28.6 
Pleniţa 7,566 7,035 92.9 - - 294 3.9 237 3.2 
Poiana Mare 11,007 8,479 77 26 0.3 560 5.1 1,942 17.6 
Punghina 5,464 5,162 94.5 - - 232 4.2 70 1.3 
Radovan 2,897 2,392 82.6 - - 103 3.5 402 13.9 
Rast 6,400 5,899 92.2 - - 121 1.9 380 5.9 
Seaca de Câmp 3,293 2,807 85.3 - - 52 1.6 434 13.1 
Siliştea Crucii 3,242 3,024 93.2 - - 33 1.1 185 5.7 
Unirea 4,455 4,265 95.7 - - 190 4.3 - - 
Urzicuţa 5,614 5,323 94.8 10 0.2 92 1.6 189 3.4 
TOTAL 164,325 146,137 88.9 880 0.5 4873 3 12,438 7.6 

Source: The Regional Direction of Statistics, Dolj 
 

At the level of the communes, in 2006, the arable surface is between 99% 
(Dârvari) and 69.3% (Piscu Vechi). Four communes have an over 95% percentage 
of the arable land (Dârvari, Giubega, Moţăţei, Unirea), highlighting a powerful 
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grains inclined character; 14 communes  between 90 and 95%; 10 communes 
between 80-90% and only 4 administrative units have below 80% of the arable 
surface (Ciupercenii Noi, Desa, Piscu Vechi, Poiana Mare). 

The second use category, as a percentage, is represented by the grasslands and 
the natural hay fields (7.6% of the agricultural overall of the plain). The percentage in 
the total agricultural surface is between 28.6% (Piscu Vechi) and 1.3% (Punghina). 
Their repartition in a territorial profile demonstrates significant concentrations in the 
communes afferent to the Danube’s floodplain, but also in the Balasan, Dasnăţui and 
Baboia river meadows. With large surfaces occupied by grasslands and natural hay 
fields, the following communes detach: Piscu Vechi (28.6%), Ciupercenii Noi (25.1%), 
Desa (21.5%), Poiana Mare (17.6%), Negoi (15.6%), but also settlements placed in the 
floodplain and the inferior terrace of the Danube: Cetate (7.8%), Maglavit (7.3%) 
placed near the Danube’s floodplain; Radovan (13.9%), Lipovu (6.9%), placed near the 
Desnăţui river’s floodplain; Catane (10.7%), Cioroiaşi (5.5%), Siliştea Crucii (5.7%), 
near the Baboiei floodplain. 

The vineyards and the vineyard nurseries occupy only 4,873 ha representing 
3% of the arable surface. In a territorial profile, their percentage varies between 
6.9% (Desa) and 1 (Dârvari). With high percentages (>5%) the following 
communes are evidenciating: Poiana Mare (5.1%), Cetate (5.8%), Caraula (6.3%), 
Desa (6.9%); between 3 şi 5%  9 communes: Izvoare (3.4%), Radovan (3.5%), 
Ghidici (3.6%), Obârşia de Câmp (3.8%), Pleniţa şi Lipovu (with 3.9% each of 
them), Galicea Mare and Punghina (with 4.2% each), Unirea (4.3%), the other 
communes having percentages of the vineyards’ surfaces below 3% (in which 6 
communes – Braniştea, Catane, Dârvari, Negoi, Siliştea Crucii – having values 
below 1.5%). 

Orchards and trees nurseries occupy small surfaces, summing up 880 ha 
(0.5%). Larger surfaces have the following communes: Bistreţ with 579 ha (6.5%), 
Întorsura with 88 ha (2.9%) and Galiciuica with 58 ha (2.5%). 

The changes that came up along the years in the agricultural lands use of the 
plain, materialized by some lands’ passing from one category to another, have not 
influenced the overall characteristics of the plain. Although the agricultural surface 
registered a slight diminution, Băileşti plain remains an area with a significant 
grains character.  
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